514

UOSIPEA-UISUODISIAA JO ANISIaAIUN
Juapisey Abojoipey
IWAQ “JauIA Ajlo

)i?%g

‘isenbau siy} Bulepisuod Joj noA yuey |

"q} @seyd ul papnjoul e SJayJom AIBulIg}oA S,UISUOISIAA Jey) Juspnid

SI Jl ‘S|ewiue uewnNyuou Ul Z-A0D-4VS JOJ [I8AINS 0} 8NUU0D pue ‘epiAoid SuBLIBULIS}OA
yyesy jewiue pue ongnd Yjoq Jo [9A8] ybiy 8y} ulejulew ‘sainsojo AJeulls)an Jaypn)
JusAaid 0) Japlo u| "ssau||l 0} Alepuodas sainsojo/Bulyelsiepun pue puewsp Buisesioul
Y10g YIM PaWBYMIBAO 8Je S81elS Pa)iun 8y} punole soluljo AJeulaleA ‘Ajusiin)

‘papaau Ajjuabin

SI UOINQUISIP UOIJBUIDOBA 10} uoljeubisap Sia)Jom aiedyjesy ay} Yym sjeuoissajoud
AJeulla)aA JO uoISn|oUl ‘SUOSeal 8say) 104 ‘paulejuiew aq jsnw suonelsado |eydsoy pue
aJed Jo uonenunuod se ‘onewoldwAse Ji ‘6L-AQIAOD 01 ainsodxa umouy Jaye Buiyiom
BNUIIUOD 0} SN SMO||e YoIiym ‘ainpadold auljuelenb paiaje ue Japun YI0M oM ‘SIa}JOM
aleodyyjeay uewny 8yl ‘@Jowlaylng ‘sjulensuod azis buipjing o} anp ‘easuejsip |eaisAyd
0} uonido ue noyym payers Ajny surewsal |eydsoy InQ ‘Buiyels uosiad-ul paydniisyuiun
salinbal sjuaied 1no 0} a1ed |esipaw papasau jsnw Buipirold ‘)nsal e se pue ajowal
3I0M 0} AJljIqe 8y} 8ABY J0uU Op &M ‘S|euoissajoid aiedy)eay Sy "Sojejs pue ‘saljio ‘SUMO}
Buipunolins pue uosipe\ Wol spaaiq pue ‘sazis ‘sadeys ||e JO S|ewiue 0} auldipaw
Ajleioads |ans|-ybiy pue |esausb yioq sapiaoid jey) o1uljo el ablie| e st DAMN

"UISUODSIAA JO 8]1B1S 8y} Jnoybnoly) sjewiue uoluedwod pue sjewiue 1aqiy/poo} Yiog
0] 212 |e01}1I0 9PIACId OUM SI9XIJOM BUI[JUOI) [EIJUSSSS S1e SISNJOM aleoylesy Aleulision

"ue|d uoneudoeA gL-aIAOD

UISUODSIAA @Y} JO q| 8seyd Ul s|euoissajoid aieoy)jeay Aseulia}aA apnjoul 0} noA abin
AlInpjoadsal 0} Bunum we | (DAMN) 81D Aleulsg A UISUOISIAA JO ANSIBAIUN e Juspisal
ABojoipel B We | "UISUOISIAA ‘UoSIpel wod) NoA Builum we | pue Jaulp Ao SI sweu A

@9)Iwwoogns
uonnguisiq 8ulooeA DVYINAS 8yl JO siequis|\ pue wied osubiseq-Alejaioss Jeeq

ue|d uoneuldoeA dIAOD Ul @seyd — Sueleula}dA 3y

SIaquisj\ 98)IWWOoogNS UoNQL)SI] SUIDoBA
29)IWWOo) AIOSIAPY [BOIPSIA Jolsesiq 81e1s

S90IAISS Y)|eaH 40 jusweda(
wjed ealpuy aaubiseq-Alejaioag

AOB UISUOISIMSUP@OVINASSHA OL ATINO TIVIAZ VIA
0202 ‘vL Asenuep



January 14, 2021

VIA EMAIL ONLY TO DHSSDMAC@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Secretary-Designee Andrea Palm
Department of Health Services

State Disaster Medical Advisory Committee
Vaccine Distribution Subcommittee Members

RE: Veterinarians - Phase 1b COVID Vaccination Plan

Dear Secretary-Designee Palm and Members of the SDMAC Vaccine Distribution
Subcommittee:

My name is Natalie Smith and [ am from Madison, Wisconsin. [ am a veterinarian. [ am
writing to ask you to include veterinarian health care professionals in Phase 1b of the
Wisconsin COVID-19 vaccination plan.

I work for the Veterinary Teaching Hospital at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Our
hospital provides emergency, specialty referral, and primary care veterinary services for
pets and their owners across the state of Wisconsin and from other parts of the Midwest.
Importantly, our hospital also provides clinical training for the next generation of

veterinarians - the students of the University of Wisco || | | | | ENEGEEE

The work that myself and other veterinary health care workers do simply cannot be
performed remotely (and is forbidden under Wisconsin law). My colleagues and I face the
risk of exposure to COVID-19 every day that we report to work. Closure of our veterinary
hospital would pose serious, and in some cases, fatal, consequences for the patients that we
serve.

Veterinary health care workers also play a crucial role in protecting public and animal
health via our involvement in food safety and surveillance of zoonotic diseases. A hospital
closure would be of great detriment to our students’ education - the food safety and
inspection veterinarians and epidemiologists of tomorrow. These are consequences that
we will not even realize for years to come.

I - pointed to see that veterinary professionals were overlooked in the
recommendation for the next phase of COVID vaccine distribution. I respectfully urge you
to include veterinary health care workers in the state of Wisconsin in Phase 1b.

Thank you for considering this request.
Natalie Smith

Doctor of Veterinary Medicine
Veterinary Teaching Hospital — University of Wisconsin, Madison
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January 15, 2021

VIA EMAIL ONLY TO DHSSDMAC@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Secretary-Designee Andrea Palm
Department of Health Services

State Disaster Medical Advisory Committee
Vaccine Distribution Subcommittee Members

RE: Veterinarians - Phase 1b COVID Vaccination Plan

Dear Secretary-Designee Palm and Members of the SDMAC Vaccine Distribution
Subcommittee:

My name is Nicole Kuha and I am from Madison, Wisconsin. I am a veterinary medical
student who will graduate in May 2021 as a veterinarian. I am writing to ask you to include
veterinary health care professionals in Phase 1b of the Wisconsin COVID-19 vaccination
plan.

[ am currently in my 4t year of veterinary medical school which is my clinical year. I work
with the doctors at UW Veterinary Care to learn about the different specialties and to learn
how to practice medicine in preparation for treating patients as a doctor in just a short 5

months. Every day we talk to clients and help their pet| | | | | [ I NEEENEGEGEGEGEGEEEE
I i s have been shut down for weeks at a time

because of staff shortages due to quarantine. This impacts patient care by causing our
emergency room to close, cancelling urgent procedures, and causing a back-up of cases so
critically ill patients may have to wait even longer to be seen by our specialists. If our
veterinary staff and students were to receive the COVID vaccine, not only would it keep our
personnel safe but would provide continuity of patient care and continuity of training
veterinary students to practice high quality medicine.

Thank you for considering this request.

Nicole K. Kuha
DVM-MPH Candidate, Class of 2021
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January 14th, 2021

VIA EMAIL ONLY TO DHSSDMAC@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Secretary-Designee Andrea Palm
Department of Health Services

State Disaster Medical Advisory Committee
Vaccine Distribution Subcommittee Members

RE: Veterinarians - Phase 1b COVID Vaccination Plan

Dear Secretary-Designee Palm and Members of the SDMAC Vaccine Distribution
Subcommittee:

My name is Dr. Nina Zitzer and I am from Waunakee, Wisconsin. I am a Veterinarian and
Clinical Assistant Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. [ am writing to
strongly encourage you to include veterinarian health care professionals in Phase 1b of the
Wisconsin COVID-19 vaccination plan.

I was on clinical service the very first day COVID-19 closed down our city in the late
afternoon of March 12t, 2020. I, along with all of my colleagues at the Veterinary School,

were immediately deemed “essential employees” by thHij |  ENEEEGEGEGEGEGE -
I |y since that time providing high-quality
veterinary care to our patients. Our beloved pets still get sick...they don’t know or
understand that there is an ongoing pandemic. Our clients still expect us to provide
medical care to their four-legged family members. And we have...every single day. Putting
ourselves at risk daily due to the necessity to work in very close proximity to one another
(performing surgeries, providing care to our patients, restraining our patients every day
for basic tasks like drawing blood and administering medications) and interact with clients.
I ask the Committee members, if veterinarians were designated “essential” throughout this
pandemic, why are we no longer considered essential among the top tier to receive the
COVID-19 vaccine.

Thank you for considering this request.

D VM, PhD, DACVP (Clinical Pathology)
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January 17,2021

VIA EMAIL ONLY TO DHSSDMAC@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Secretary-Designee Andrea Palm
Department of Health Services

State Disaster Medical Advisory Committee
Vaccine Distribution Subcommittee Members

RE: Veterinarians - Phase 1b COVID Vaccination Plan

Dear Secretary-Designee Palm and Members of the SDMAC Vaccine Distribution
Subcommittee:

My name is Rachel McMahon and I am from Madison, Wisconsin. I am a veterinarian at the
University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine. I am writing to ask you to include

veterinarian health care professionals in Phase 1b of the Wisconsin COVID-19 vaccination
plan.

As an Oncology Clinical Trials Intern at UW Veterinary care, | am responsible for enrolling
companion animals with naturally occurring cancer into clinical trials and overseeing their
treatment and care. Many of these clinical trials have the potential to inform future clinical

trials for human cancer patients. Unfortunately, severJii i
I | o1y recently have some trials begun enrolling
again. Our service also provides life-saving and /or quality-of-life improving standard of
care therapy to pets with cancer from all over the state. If the Oncology Service at UW
Veterinary care was forced to close due to a COVID outbreak, many pets would face delays
in treatment (clinical trial therapies and standard therapies that cannot be performed

elsewhere) that may lead to more rapid progression of their cancer or worsen their quality
of life.

UW Veterinary Care is one of few veterinary specialty hospitals in the state of Wisconsin
that provides state of the art care to pets with severe or complex illnesses and injuries.
Clients often travel several hours to seek care from the Emergency and Critical Care,
Surgery, Internal Medicine, Cardiology, Neurology, Ophthalmology, Oncology, Radiation
Oncology, Special Species (exotics), Dermatology, Dentistry & Oral Surgery, Large Animal
B 2 Animal Internal Medicine Services. A hospital closure would have
detrimental effects on the health of companion and food animals beyond the city of
Madison by delaying or limiting therapeutic options. Further, with the sharp increase in the
number of pets requiring emergency care and hospitalization in the last year, many
hospitals have had to turn patients away for hours or days at a time simply because they
are full. A closure of our hospital would certainly increase the burden for other local or
regional veterinary hospitals.
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Finally, UW Veterinary Care is a teaching institution that is well known for providing a high
quality veterinary medical education to its students. Interns, residents, faculty and staff are
responsible for face-to-face teaching both in the laboratory setting (15t-3rd year) as well as
in the clinical setting for fourth year students. Face-to-face instruction is essential for
students to successfully complete this vigorous program and become competent
veterinarians. Veterinary students have already faced delays in and modifications to
instruction that may hinder their learning. A hospital closure has the potential to further
impact our student’s education in a negative way.

Veterinarians, veterinary technicians, and veterinary assistants have been working
tirelessly throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, and due to the nature of our work, we are
completely unable to socially distance in the workplace. Further, we have daily contact
(although outdoors and masked) with the general public which increases our risk of
exposure. A hospital closure due to COVID is a real possibility that could impact the health
of pets statewide. I urge you to reconsider the addition of veterinary professionals to the
Phase 1b vaccine distribution plan for the sake of all Wisconsin residents and their pets.

Thank you for considering this request.

Dr. Rachel McMahon, DVM
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SCHUFF VETERINARY HOSPITAL LLC

AV 137 HIGHWAY 51 N WOODRUFF WI 54568
Drs Cassidy, Jared & R.J. Schuff

Friday, January 15, 2021

Secretary-Designee Andrea Palm
Department of Health Services

State Disaster Medical Advisory Committee
Vaccine Distribution Subcommittee Members

RE: Veterinarians — Phase 1b COVID Vaccination Plan
Dear Secretary-Designee Palm and Members of the SDMAC Vaccine Distribution Subcommittee:

My name is Dr Randall J Schuff and | am from Woodruff, Wisconsin. | am a veterinarian. | am writing
to ask you to include veterinarian health care professionals in Phase 1b of the Wisconsin
COVID-19 vaccination plan.

| own and operate a small animal practice in northern Wisconsin in which there is a significant
number of elderly retirees. My clients depend on us to maintain the health of their pets as
they are integral to these clients emotional well being. We have taken extraordinary measures
to stay open and serve our clients during these difficult times. It has been challenging coping
with curbside service during the winter weather. The loss of our services should we need to
shutdown would in my opinion have a serious impact on not only lives of my patients but on
their owner’s health as well.

Thank you for considering this request

R.J. Schuff, DVM

Schuff Veterinary Hospital LLC
AV 137 US Highway 51 North
Woodruff, WI 54568
715-356-7737
schuffvet@gmail.com

Phone 715-356-7737 OFax 608-4G{54479 CEma schuffvet@gma .com





