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Agenda

1. Revised HCBS Settings Rule 1-2 Bed Adult 
Family Home (AFH) Benchmarks

2. 1-2 Bed AFH Heightened Scrutiny Process 
and Benchmarks 

3. New HCBS Settings Rule Training



Revised HCBS Settings Rule 
1-2 Bed AFH Benchmarks
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1-2 Bed AFH HCBS 
Benchmarks

▪ Benchmarks updated to reflect CMS guidance 
and feedback and to match the revised 1-2 Bed 
AFH Standards

▪ Reformatted with 1-2 Bed Standard citations

▪ Updated to reflect HCBS Settings Rule 
Modification Requirements
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1-2 Bed AFH HCBS 
Benchmarks continued

▪ MCOs continue to be responsible for certified 
1-2 Bed AFH HCBS compliance for Family Care 
and Family Care Partnership

▪ DMS continues to be responsible for 1-2 Bed 
AFH homes utilized by IRIS participants

▪ Updated benchmarks will be required to be 
utilized in the 1-2 Bed AFH certification 
process
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1-2 Bed AFH HCBS 
Benchmarks continued
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1-2 Bed AFH HCBS 
Benchmarks continued
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1-2 Bed AFH HCBS 
Benchmarks continued

▪ Example of a benchmark that requires an 
Exception Request and then an HCBS Settings 
Rule Modification if a modification is needed:

▪ Example of a benchmark that requires only an 
HCBS Settings Rule Modification



1-2 Bed AFH Heightened 
Scrutiny Process and 
Benchmarks 
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HCBS Heightened Scrutiny

Applies to settings presumed by CMS to 
have institutional qualities: 42 CFR 
441.301(c)(5)(v)
▪ Prong 1: Settings providing inpatient 
treatment that are publicly or privately owned

▪ Prong 2: Settings on the grounds of, or 
adjacent to, a public institution

▪ Prong 3: Settings with the effect of isolating 
individuals from the broader community of 
individuals not receiving HCBS waiver services
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1-2 Bed AFH Heightened 
Scrutiny 

▪ If the certifying agency determines that a 1-2 
Bed AFH requires a Heightened Scrutiny 
review, they are responsible for completing 
the initial Heightened Scrutiny process 
utilizing the 5 new Heightened Scrutiny 
benchmarks

▪ To date, DHS is not aware of any certified 1-2 
Bed AFHs that fall under this criteria
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1-2 Bed AFH Heightened 
Scrutiny: 
Benchmarks A and B on the 1-2 bed AFH Benchmarks are 
used to determine if a provider requires a Heightened 
Scrutiny review
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1-2 Bed AFH Heightened 
Scrutiny 



14

Next Steps for HCBS 
Benchmarks

▪ DHS will e-mail the LTCAC the proposed 1-2 
bed AFH and heightened scrutiny benchmarks 
after this meeting.

▪ LTCAC will have two weeks to provide 
feedback on the revised benchmarks. 

▪ Send feedback to 
dhshcbssettings@dhs.wisconsin.gov by 
05/29/2024.

mailto:dhshcbssettings@dhs.wisconsin.gov


New HCBS Settings Rule 
Training
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HCBS Settings Rule Training 
Development

▪ DHS is working with UW Green Bay to 
develop an HCBS Settings Rule training as 
part of the Certified Direct Care Professional 
Program.

▪ The target training audience will be direct 
care professionals working in HCBS Settings 
serving all 3 of our waiver programs (Family 
Care/Family Care Partnership, IRIS, and 
Childrens Long Term Support Waiver (CLTS)).

https://www.wiscaregivercdcp.com/
https://www.wiscaregivercdcp.com/
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Volunteers Requested 

▪ DMS is requesting volunteers from the LTCAC 
to review and provide feedback on the 
training before it is finalized.

▪ The target timeline is to have a draft ready to 
review in May or June of this year.

▪ Interested members of the LTCAC can e-mail 
Kaycee to volunteer by this Friday 
(05/17/2024) at 
dhshcbssettings@dhs.wisconsin.gov. 

mailto:dhshcbssettings@dhs.wisconsin.gov
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